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Pocket history of WCC involvement in the

San Vicente Redwoods
Bruce Rogers

The Ben Lomond Mountain area of Santa Cruz
County is actually part of the southern tip of the
Sierra Nevada, faulted west, then north eons ago.
The basement rocks are a mixture of ~220 million
year old Permian Period schist, hornfels, quartzite,
and marble. Surrounding these old rocks is a great
mass of granitic ricks of several flavors dating from
the 120 to 88 million-year old Cretaceous Period.
Atop this is a thick series of 26 to 2 million-year old
Tertiary Period sedimentary rocks. The Davenport
area has been the locus of early lime and cement
production since the early-middle 1800’s. The San
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Marianne Russo near the Flowstone Chim-
ney in “White Moon Cave” in 2012. Note
the very contorted quartzite lens at right
and sheet-like lens at top. Photo credit:
Bruce Rogers.

Vicente Quarry itself dates to late 1903 then the
Santa Cruz Portland Cement Company bought the
land and started mining the very high quality mar-
ble for cement manufacture. A series of subsequent
owners including Pacific Cement and Aggregate,
RMS, and Lone Star, bought or leased the quarry
and cement plant until about 2006 when Mexico-
based CEMEX bought the entire complex. They op-
erated it until 2008 when a slumping building mar-
ket and associated factors caused them to consider
selling the property.

Initially it appears the mining was done by the “long
wall” method wherein a short tunnel is driven par-
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allel the quarry wall for about 50 feet.
The tunnels were packed with black
power and detonated. Fairly soon,
however, a better method of quarrying
was used wherein entire blocks of the
marble quarry walls were simply blast-
ed down utilizing diamond drill holes
filled with dynamite (12:45 PM each
day was selected so bakers would know
when not to put their cakes/bread into
their ovens) and railroaded down to
the plant itself.

In late 2010 after nearly two years of
guarded negotiations, Peninsula Open
Space Trust (POST) and Sempervirens
Fund (SF) bought 8,534 acres of the CE-
MEX land for $30,000,000, largely col-
lected from POST’s and SF’s generous,
conservation-minded supporters. Ini-
tially called the CEMEX Tract, local
pressure encouraged changing the
name to the San Vicente Redwoods
tract or SVR. This was mostly in the San
Vicente Creek drainage basin, some
adjacent land, and an isolated block of
land just west of Bonny Doon that was
adjacent to the Bonny Doon Natural
Preserve. The Bald Mountain quarry
(a.k.a. Bonny Doon Quarry) CEMEX sold
to an independent “Green” operator
who was going to restore that quarry
as an organic farm. The Bald Mountain
quarry had opened in about 1966 after
operations in the San Vicente Creek
guarry marble was shuttered because it
proved too expensive to remove the
nearly 200 feet of Tertiary sedimentary
rocks overlying the western edge of the
marble.

| became aware that a major land pur-
chase was happening in mid-2010. |
called Sempervirens Fund headquarters
in Los Altos and amazingly enough
talked to their Executive Director, Reed
Holderman. After a few pleasantries he
politely told me that “delicate negotia-
tions” were being undertaken and that

they (SF) were not interested in any
comment at that time. | said that I'd
keep abreast of the situation and watch
for a public notice of sale and then get
back in touch. Reed agreed that |
should call him or POST’s Paul Ringgold
back at that time and we could talk.

| called POST within a few days of the
sale notice at the end of 2011. Some-
what stunned by the magnitude of this
transaction, | talked to Paul Ringgold,
POST’s VP. We chatted for nearly an
hour about the caves and karst, some-
thing that they knew existed, but had
no idea how much there was, where it
was, or how to manage it.

Dan Snyder in a squeeze in Pyrite Cave

Credit Mike Davies

When CEMEX sold the land, it did not
pass on to POST or SF any of the of
company records pertaining to the
qguarry. CEMEX’s unstated reasoning
was to possibly prevent future marble
quarrying and/or cement mining opera-
tions acting as a competitor to CEMEX...
this despite their knowledge that the
area was to remain as a conservation
area in perpetuity. Despite reports
that the records had been destroyed, |



Gordon Clark and Regan Barry looking for cave life near
Pothole Junction in “White Moon Cave” in 2012.
Photo credit: Bruce Rogers.

contacted CEMEX’s California property manager (a
former conservation-minded caver) to see what he
knew. | was acquainted with him from previous con-
tacts in 2007 via the highly informal “Davenport Geo-
logical Society.” He confirmed that the entire data
collection of cement plant operations, geologic maps,
the diamond drill logs (as they attempted to find the
limit of the marble deposit) from all previous owners
had been destroyed. Thus we have been deprived of
just over a century of data and have had to scramble
to even begin to restore some of this important histo-
ry. He also mentioned that the sale of the two par-
cels of land to POST and SF did not include the water
rights. This is important relating to both ecological
and cave future conservation activities.

During my call to POST in December of 2011 we had
set a date in early 2012 for a meeting. Attending this
meeting would be representatives of another infor-
mal “cave-related ouftfit,” POST’s VP Paul Ringgold,
Senior Project Associate Aaron Hebert, Conservation
Manager Gordon Clark, and Stewardship Manager
Megan Scanlon, and myself representing the Western
Cave Conservancy (WCC). We met at POST headquar-
ters in Palo Alto. When | arrived, | found that former
SFBC members Richard Minert, a highly regarded ar-
chitect from Los Gatos, and Regan Barry, the owner
of a large landscape outfit in Scotts Valley was the
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“other cave related outfit” and equally anxious to see
the preservation of the karst area. After nearly two
hours of intense discussion, | was “volunteered” as
the caving community’s point man with POST and SF.
A field trip to the San Vicente Quarry and into the
longest, most easily accessible cave was set for early
February of 2012.

It was paramount for POST/SF that the public not
know the location or existence of the caves for both
liability and conservation reasons. Thus they asked
me for an alternate name for the most well-known
cave present. Recalling in the early 1960’s that the
cave was also known as White Moon Cave (after the
time of “day” when certain trips by unnamed parties
to “an undisclosed Santa Cruz County cave survey
practice location” were undertaken) this was subse-
guently used for any and all public releases about the
SVR tract.

The SVR trip was quite a success with ten people par-
ticipating: Martin Haye, Marianne Russo, Regan Barry,
Pat Helton, and myself (WCC); Gordon Clark, Paul
Ringgold, Nadia Hamey, and Megan Scanlon (POST);
and Reed Holderman (SF). As many of the cavers and
POST people went a fair distance into White Moon
Cave, Reed Holderman and | stayed at Junction Pit,
Reed not really caring to scale the drop. | agreed to
wait there with him and we settled down on the
damp marble floor. It was at that point that he asked
me: “So, what should we do with our caves?”

Since | was between Reed and the entrance and thus
had a captive audience for about an hour, | laid out a
preliminary idea of what was present, what and how
to do about managing it. | added that WCC volun-
teers were quite experienced, and would be able to
do the suggested fieldwork for a quite reasonable fee,
that is “for free.” In addition to many work trips into
the tunnels and the known caves, as well as searching
for the now “lost” caves, | also suggested incorpo-
rating a plan to let small parties of responsible cavers
visit the caves on recreational trips. Reed was enthu-
siastic about all of these suggestions including the
idea of permitting some recreational trips.

Finally the crew arrived back from a more than damp
junket to somewhere near the halfway point in White
Moon Cave and we all exited. Reed and Paul Ringgold
then chatted a bit, and then both came back to me
and said we have a tentative deal...and how soon



could | come over to Palo Alto and start writing out a
formal MOU?

During the succeeding months | wrote a first draft of
what we suggested that POST/SF do. (Because Post
has a larger staff than SF, POST is the lead for dealing
with most things concerning what was by then re-
named San Vicente Redwoods tract or “SVR”.) The
final MOU between POST/SF and the WCC was
signed during the 2014-15 year-end holidays.

Shortly thereafter, the San Francisco PBS TV channel
learned of the cave and asked to make a film about it
for their QUIEST series of nature films; POST and SF

agreed. In 2012, | invited both Darrell Ubick and Tra-

cy Audisio of the California Academy of Sciences to
be the biological scientists for the film with myself
providing the geological part of the film. During
three days of filming, a lovely 9-minute production
was made. Film is online and entitled Spiders and
Shadows: a Secret Cave in California.

POST/SF’s first concern was keeping not only any
mention of the caves extremely low key, but also
down playing any remnants of the largely inaccessi-
ble tunnel system under the quarry itself. Local ru-
mors were conflicting as to the exact location and
length of these tunnels. One of our first tasks re-
quested by POST/SF was constructing a map of the
under quarry tunnel system. Various persons had
told me of a total of 1, 2, 3, 5, or more tunnels ex-
tending upwards of 1, 2, 3, or 5 miles were present.
Since we did not have any exact plans for these tun-
nels, we were to start exploring, surveying as we
went. Subsequent library research by Dan Snyder
has located obscure court records that included fur-
ther tunnel system data.

Pending a management plan for what is the largest
privately owned tract in the Coast Ranges, the area
has been closed to public entry. There are sensitive
natural areas within the property, as well as hazard-
ous areas, that are best closed to the public. In the
future some of these areas far from the karst areas
will be accessible to the public along carefully sited
hiking trails.

In 2014, the Land Trust of Santa Cruz and Save the
Redwoods League contracted to purchase a Conser-
vation Easement for the San Vicente Redwoods tract
for perpetual conservation and non-development.
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The cost was 10 million dollars-done in part to re-
bankroll POST and SF. All four parties in concert have
constructed a ten-year plan for eventual public ac-
cess to parts of the area. A series of public meetings
(which several of we WCC members attended) were
held at the Hotel Paradox in Santa Cruz. Most of
these meetings were standing room only with hun-
dreds of attendees, which solicited public comment

One of POST’s generous supporters provides scale in this
photo taken in 2017

Photo Credit: POST’s Linda Chin

about what sort of access and activities the con-
cerned public would like to see on the land. It was
noted that no mention of karst or caves was made at
these meetings.

The public’s comments were taken in and twice the
initial management plans modified. As a preliminary
cut, it appears no motorized access (save official par-
ties previously approved for work at SVR) and no
camping or fires would be allowed and a dual hiker-
mountain bike trail system would be built during the
next ten years. A separate horse trail would be built
to roughly parallel the hiker/biking trail. Both of
these trails will eventually connect parts of the ex-
treme northwestern part of SVR with existing nature
trails in the adjacent Swanton Ranch, a large cattle
ranch leased as a natural research area by Cal Poly.
At about the same time, the Coast Dairies land had
been suggested as a Cotoni-Coast Dairies (formerly
named the Coastal Redwood) National Monu-

ment. The San Vicente Redwoods was not to be part
of this National Monument, which was dedicated in
early 2018 and currently administered by the Bureau
of Land Management for the National Park Service.



We had signed the first MOU with POST and SF at the
very end of 2013, with an option to renew it every
other year. Tom Gilleland of Mine Gates installed
several cave entrance gates and modified road gates
between November of 2013 and March of 2014. The
first tunnels survey trip was made in 2015 and many
more trips have been made since. We now have
some idea of what the underlying system looks like,
but time has taken a toll. Intense rainfall during El
Nino winters courses down San Vicente Creek from
year to year, blocking some tunnels, flooding others,
and moving vast amounts of sediment around and
through tunnels. In October of 2016, | set a perma-
nent benchmark at mid-quarry to facilitate tying both
surface and cave/tunnel surveys together. In late
February of 2017, Dr. Geo Graening and others from
California State University, Sacramento, made a spe-
cific trip to continue a biologic inventory of White
Moon and Marrs Caves informally started in the late
1970’s by Tom Briggs and Darrell Ubick of the Califor-
nia Academy of Sciences in San Francisco. Colleagues
from Vanderbilt University, the USGS, and several
other major universities have initiated a project uti-
lizing previously broken speleothems and recon-
structing a 15,000 plus year paleoclimate record, a
first for Coastal California. POST and SF are quite
satisfied with our progress.

Avalanche Cave Reopened

Marianne Russo

The WCC is excited to announce that access to a cave
that has been closed off for several years is open
again. Avalanche Cave, located in a remote, high ele-
vation region a couple of hours drive from Nevada
City, is now under ownership of the US Forest Ser-
vice. Previously it was part of a timber tract owned
by Sierra Pacific Lumber Company. While for a few
years we did make once annual multi-grotto trips,
the hoops we had to jump through were rather oner-
ous. Then, when negotiations with the Forest Service
began, all trips were denied. During this time the
W(CC provided information to the Forest Service and
the Trust for Public Land which assisted with the pro-
ject. We also committed to assisting with future
management in any way that proved helpful. After
several years, when the sale was completed, the
W(CC offered to introduce Forest personnel to the
caves, which we were able to do just recently.
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Marianne Russo talks to other cavers in Avalanche cave.
Photo Credit: Ernie Maier

We have had two very successful trips to the cave,
taking the USFS District biologists who are in charge
of the resource, and Joel Despain, the USFS Regional
cave specialist. They found these visits extremely
helpful as the first step in developing a formal man-
agement plan. As it stands right now, due to the re-
mote location, high altitude and difficult access, spe-
cial protection measures like gating and trip reserva-
tions were not felt to be necessary. The Mother
Lode Grotto will continue to monitor visitation
through their register program and will share this in-
formation with the WCC and the Tahoe National For-
est.

This cave (and a couple of smaller ones nearby) are
not well known and even with GPS can be very diffi-
cult to find. The WCC recommends that if cavers

USFS biologist Marilyn Tierney, Marianne Russo, and
Heather McDonald examine sinkholes below Avalanche

cave. Photo Credit: Matt Leissring




wish to visit these caves that they contact either the
Mother Lode Grotto, the Diablo Grotto or the San
Francisco Bay Chapter, all of which have knowledgea-
ble leaders. These grottos have always welcomed
cavers from other grottos to join their trips. This
cave is only accessible from late June through Sep-
tember in most years. In heavy snow years it is
often mid-July before it can be reached. Early snows
close it quickly. The last 15+ miles are rough dirt

USFC biologist, Lauren Hoyle, examines wall of Shoofly
Cave, a cave near Avalanche Cave. Photo Credit: Matt
Leissring

road and vehicles with all wheel drive and decent
clearance are recommended. Ordinary cars can
probably make it but will consume a lot of extra time
due to slow travel speeds. The hike is approximately
a mile with much of it in extremely steep, rocky and

Photo Credit: ErnieMaier

overgrown terrain.

The cave itself is basically horizontal in nature and
includes approximately 2000 feet of passage. An ex-
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tremely narrow connection joins the upper entrance
section to the lower entrance portion. While not
heavily decorated, there are some nice examples of
boxwork and the stream passage has some small but
lovely helictites. The lower entrance area is very bio-
logically active and there are historic signatures in
two areas. Being a higher elevation forest cave, the
in-cave temperature is on the cool side, probably in
the low to mid 40’s. The surrounding canyon is really
beautiful with some outstanding old growth firs and
cedars.

The WCC will continue to work with the Tahoe Na-
tional Forest and provide any assistance we can to
help them manage the cave in a way that protects
the resource and allows reasonable visitation by the
caving community.

History of Windeler, part 2

Continued from Winter 2018 newsletter

As things were progressing for Diablo, we still felt the
need of a conservation project-in line with other NSS
grottos-thus came the discussions, month after
month, and trip after trip, about getting involved and
so, acquiring some local history in the Mother Lode, |
came across the name of Windeler; thus, this was
brought back to the grotto and we started our con-
servation project. First of all, though, was to find out
where even the first inkling of this void might be.
Where was the property? Was it owned by anyone?
Question after question, and of course, trip after trip
to start looking and working on our project. Remem-
ber, in those days-not really so long ago-there were-
n't any computers to seek out information, as there
are today.

The thing that stands out mostly in my mind, as |
write this, is the fact that | actually spoke with Charlie
Windeler, while deer hunting, as a young teen...and
as my wife says, "B.C.," meaning "Before Caving." My
uncle, cousin, and | used to go up and hunt all over
that neck of the woods, staying at Italian Bar for a
week at a time, going to the 4th of July celebrations
in Mokeiumne Hill, and visiting with Charlie. This isn't
to mean that we were even close to finding out
about what he had on his property, but just to let
you know that the coincidences in life are sometimes
closer than one thinks. It was many years after those



memorable days before | got into caving, and that
too, is another story.

Before long, though, we had researched where the
area was, where Charlie's cabin was-and it was al-
most in the same condition as | remembered it from
my early teen years-found out about Charlie's death
and where he was buried, and also located Charlie's
niece, who was his executrix. Needless to say, we
were in Seventh Heaven, for things were starting to
come together and we had a conservation project to
work on. In the process we found out that Charlie
Windeler was definitely in the mining business and
his land-160 acres-was really eight mining claims, of
which he had inherited from Butch Windeler, his
brother. And, of course, in all this history, what with
Charlie passing on, | came to meet up with Juanita
Christensen, who was Charlie's niece. Even though

Carol Well in Windeler.

Photo Credit: Dave Bunnell

this is immaterial, it does provide you with some of
the background history, as to what the Diablo Grotto
was getting into.

Actually, Butch Windeler had staked out the mining
claims back in the 1890s, so the Windeler property,
per se, has been known about for quite some time.
Interesting enough, Charlie started re-staking some
of the claims back in the 1940s, but before he passed
on, Charlie wasn't really the miner, but let his friends
do the mining, while he took care of his gardens,
some of which you can still see growing today. The
cabin, horse barn, and workshop are all gone. Burned
down by the Forest Service, with the permission of
Juanita, after she was told that the buildings were
attracting too many transients, who were using the
property, illegally. And, because Juanita was only us-
ing the cabin, now and then, for a vacation spot, and
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not doing any mining on the claims, all concerned
thought this was the best way to go. History burned
to the grounds because folks didn't have the foresight
to see what a precious site this was.

At this time, November 1970, Juanita was given thirty
(30) days to stake out her claims with up-to-date min-
ing posts and to get this information reported to the
civil servant offices in Sonora. Needless to say, this
was beyond her ability, and thus Diablo had been
working with Juanita since 1969, who all along
thought she was going to be able to save her uncle's
land. Thus, she finally agreed to let us seek out what
we thought might be a panacea for both parties-a
Special Use Permit with the Forest Service. During
this period of time, we also ran into groups from at
least two different locales, who were using dynamite,
writing their names on limestone rocks in the area,
and in general, not going by the book or with
Juanita's permission. The Forest Service was contact-
ed by me, during this period, and a long series of
epistles went back and forth via snail mail...for re-
member this was the early seventies. Then, of course,
were the transfers of several of the key players in the
Forest Service, which made more delays.

However, as | mentioned, Juanita gave us the go
ahead, what with only a few days left before her time
limit of expiration was upon her...and the land would
revert back to the Forest Service. Maybe this was
their plan, all along. There was no cave on the prop-
erty; it had been eight mining claims-none of which
were producing anything worthwhile; several groups
wanting to get permission to be on this land.
So...maybe this was the way to handle affairs, so
thought some FS folks. Who knows what lurks in the
minds of some officials? So, without any further
adieu, the Diablo Grotto had staked out the claims
and was in the mining business. Really? The mining
business...like mining for silver and gold?...or even
manganese, as several of the mining claims were
called, ie., Lost Manganese Mine #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.
Whew! How could we cave and mine. Good question,
but needless to say, we went at it! Weekend after
weekend, and sometimes, during the week, as well.
Five of us-Richard Strudwick, Jerry Sanders, Donald
Bird, Carl Larson, and myself-represented the Diablo
Grotto and staked out some land, so that we could
keep control of the Windeler property and so we



could start digging and trying to find the lost Winde- We would like to introduce three new WCC Staff Vol-
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cooperation of the grotto, we worked like troglo- cations and Rafael Langer-Osuna was just this last Oc-
dytes, almost every weekend, finally losing ground to tober appointed to the Board of Directors as our legal
the rains of December 1971, on an area that we counsel. Finally we want you to meet Mike Davies

thought "might go!" There were several areas that we who has been doing a wonderful job as project man-
were digging in at the same time, for Juanita really ager for the San Vicente Redwoods Project for well
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heard tales about it, and as | explained above, he was
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Definitely not what a good miner would have done if
he had been mining there. The rains tortured the
slopes, and on our next work trip, we had lost every-
thing that we had worked on, sadly to say. Just like
what the Stanford Grotto must have seen, back in the
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the larger obstacles kept getting too big for us to re-
move by hand. Thus, by blasting and putting in a
winch-to help remove the dirt and rock that we blast-
ed, into smaller pieces-the rediscovery of Windeler
Cave was becoming a reality. We had found a piece of
wire, along with other artifacts, including some old
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who was working with John deBoer in the dig, yelled
up to us, who were operating the winch, that they
had broken into a void with solid walls that looked
like cave formation of sorts. After that, we started
digging and hauling buckets of muck out of there, like

there was no tomorrow, for we were one jubilant SFBC and is a keen cave dig-
group. ger, always on the look out
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served as Secretary of the SFBC
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