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San Vicente Redwoods — March 11", 2018

Work trip report by Mike Davies
We left the Whale City Bakery in Davenport around
9.15am as usual. We parked up on the rim and
hiked down into the SW corner of the quarry from
there. This is a good winter route in to avoid any
impact on the road.

Pyrite Cave
Dan Snyder is our “Small Passage Specialist”. He is

comfortable pushing tight cave passages but unfor-
tunately, he does not like heights and Pyrite Cave is
located part way up the cliff. Dan overcame this

IN THIS ISSUE

San Vincente ..........1
San Vincente #2.......3
Windeler part 2.......5

6

Director profiles......

Donate to the WCC through
Amazon Smile at

Smile. Amazon.com. Simply
log onto smile.amazon.com
each time you purchase
something from Amazon
and the donation is automat-
ic and does not cost you any-

thing. @

Vol 12 No 2 Summer 2018

fear and climbed up to the entrance, on rope. Recall
that this cave blows out cold air during the summer.
Dan was able to pass the prior limit of exploration
and was excited by continuing, although small, pas-
sage beyond. As he was the only person willing to
go to this point we encouraged prudence and he
returned before pushing on too far. There is signifi-
cant potential for further exploration here although
we will need thin cavers.

Upper San Vicente Creek

Afterwards, we split into 2 groups. Bob and | hiked
to the north end of the quarry and up to San Vicen-
te Creek above. One objective was to check the Wa-
ter Raise. This is the 140+ foot shaft that joins the
north end of the tunnel system. About a year ago
this was completely covered with flood debris, but
we now found that a lot of this has cleared. A chan-
nel has carved itself into the streambed towards the
water raise. Note that the wall/dam, which runs
across the creek here, looks like it could fall over in
the very near future. We cleared some of the re-
maining debris and found the old train tracks that
form a grill on the northern and eastern sides of the
top of the shaft. A profile of the shaft from earlier
paperwork is as follows:

This is hopefully the destination for our April g
trip.

Afterwards we continued further up the creek,
battling the fallen trees and debris emplaced in the
2016-17 winter. We reached a point where there
was a pool on the left and a former pool on the
right, both of which formed in winter 2016/17.
However, the pool on the right is now drained and
the water is finding its way underground as a
stream at this point. The water sinks at the base of
an unstable cliff of soil and roots, with its immedi-
ate destination far from clear. There is no safe entry
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point here but at least this services to
divert water away from the raise a cou-
ple hundred yards downstream.

The check gates controlled the size of
the rocks reaching the hydraulically-
operated drop gates at the bottoms of
the chute structures, and in practice

Adit — Tunnel # 2

Meanwhile our other 2 trip members
entered the adit and proceeded to the
end of tunnel #2 in the mine system.
Dan Snyder provides a comprehensive
description of what was found, as well
as some thoughts on various elements
within the tunnel system.

“Ron Bourret and Dan Snyder donned
wetsuits for a push beyond the pool in
“Tunnel #2”, below the “swallet” bull-
dozing chamber. Ron had previously
observed that this tunnel could be easi-
ly dug, to pass the sand and cobbles
damned up by the woodpile snagged
on the concrete loading chute. Sure
enough, a few minutes’ work allowed
access to a second concrete chute
where, as usual, the ceiling rises above
the normal tunnel level. This chute is
still loaded with boulders from the
chamber above, whereas the adjacent
chute has been blocked with large
woody debris since at least 2016. The
iron check gate on this second chute is
still attached by cables to the hand
wheel on the opposite wall, and the
wheel retains a ratchet assembly,
showing us a bit more detail of the
loading system than we had previously.

2 often fixed in place permanently
1 the optimum size was deter-
xd; here, it could still be adjusted.
'sized boulders would stop at the
, as can be seen in this new chute,
ould there be conveniently re-
:d with small charges without dam-
jg the chute apron and drop gate.

is similar to the treatment of larger
sized material trapped in the bull-
ng chambers above chutes, a task
shandled by the small crew man-
each train.
‘e haulage tunnel continues past this
second chute, but is filled nearly to the

Dan Snyder in the Pyrite squeeze

Credit Mike Davies

ceiling with sand and angular cobbles.
Trenching through this, we were able
to progress about ten feet further, be-
yond which point about 8-10" of air-
space is seen to continue. The infill
slopes up to the right here and includes
small woody debris, suggesting that it
may be coming in from a filled manway
raise connecting to the surface, where
the northerly continuation of the



“swallet” sublevel has been quarried away. We have
some hope that beyond this point, the fill level may
drop enough to allow easier progress, but as we can
hear water dripping into what sounds like a pool, it’s
likely to be flooded.

Though it is difficult to tell at the ceiling level, the tun-
nel seems to be curving gently to the right, which
would conform to the quarry wall above and indicate
the existence of another glory hole complex in that
direction, though as we know, any bulldozing cham-
bers and sublevels there were cannibalized by the
operators in the last years of the quarry, as shown by
the lowered level of the quarry floor in that area.

And regarding the fauna in tunnel #2....

As on every visit to “Tunnel #2”, we observed abun-
dant salamanders, both larval and paedomorphic
adults. Ron also spotted the California Red-Legged
frog first observed in this pool last July; at least, we
presume it is the same individual. This pool apparently
provides a good refuge for these amphibians, protect-
ed from surface predators by the vertical shaft leading
to the “swallet” (exposed bulldozing chamber) en-
trance and by long distance from the horizontal adit,
yet fed nutrients and oxygen via the seasonal creek
captured by the swallet. To my knowledge, none of us
have seen amphibians in the other large pool, in
“Tunnel #1”; if correct, | wonder whether it is due to
lack of food in that pool, to toxins leaching from bur-
ied timbers, to greater turbidity, or to lack of oxygen
(that water being supplied by seepage rather than
energetic flooding from the surface.) | have observed
bubbles of some gas rising from the water when |
wade across the mud bottom of that pool; methane,
perhaps.

Incidentally, of probable interest to POST and SF is the
fact that nowhere have we observed hydraulic cylin-
ders left in place at the chutes, all those in accessible
tunnels apparently having been removed. Toxins
leaching into the water passing through the tunnels
are thus likely to be limited to the wood preservatives
used: apparently creosote in the case of the oldest
extant timbers (as in Tunnels “4” and “5”) and in later
installations a copper-containing compound, possibly
ACQ, copper napthenate or chromated arsenicals.
These timbers, mainly used in chute structures, could
only be removed at enormous cost, as most are buried
in thick deposits of in-washed sand and rock and are
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below rock-filled chutes that would have to be emp-
tied for the work to be done safely. Wood timbers
were not used for ground support in the workings ob-
served to date; the two posts beneath a rock-bolted
roof slab at the junction of tunnels “1”, “2” and “3”
are not there for support—that being the function of
the rock bolts—but rather to give warning of any
movement of the slab. The large stulls at the base of
the natural solution dome that the left branch passes
beneath probably serve a similar function, as they cer-
tainly could not have held open loose walls there nor
arrested the fall of any large material coming down
from the dome. Where the workings pass through
heavy ground, as in tunnel “1” serving the glory holes
in the southwest lobe of the quarry, concrete and
steel posts and reinforced concrete beams were used,
with iron rails for lagging.

We met up upon the quarry bottom plateau around 5
o’clock and hiked back out of the quarry to our regu-
lar dinner at the Whale City Bakery.

San Vicente Redwoods — January 28", 2018
Trip report by Mike Davies
We left the Whale City Bakery in Davenport around
the usual time at 9.15am. With some uncertainty
about the condition of the road down into the quarry,
we elected to hike in for the first time. The route we
took followed some ramps in the west wall of the
qguarry and proved to be straightforward if a little
overgrown. This is an excellent winter access route
into the quarry.
Southern Quarry Dig
A couple of members started a digging effort at the
location we’d found previously, conveniently located
at the base of the ramps. It is a low wide sand filled
hole in the quarry wall. They later reported about 10
feet of progress in a sand filled passage that contin-
ued beyond their limit of digging. This looks promising
(see pictures).
Shaft in Base of Quarry
The rest of the group hiked down to the base of the
guarry. On the way down, we discovered a fresh col-
lapse pit into what is likely tunnel #1. This hole was
quite unstable, and nobody volunteered to enter.




The new rappel and the

dig.

Credit: Mike Davies

Down on the quarry floor, we reached the short cave
we had found at the end of our last trip 2 months
earlier. A few of us entered the tight, sinuous pas-
sage that led to a drop. It took a while to rig the 25’
hole before one by one we descended on rope.

Ron provides a description:

“We had dropped into a large room, the bottom of
which intersected the top of the tunnel system, now
filled almost to the ceiling with sand. Low-airspace
crawls in foot-deep water headed in both directions,
and from downstream came the irregular glug of wa-
ter lapping against the ceiling. An eight-by-eight
beam spanned the passage. While first Jared, and
then more successfully, Stephanie, explored a

loose, sketchy shaft above the upstream end of the
room, Ron ducked under a low ceiling and squeezed
into a somewhat tighter shaft ascending from the
downstream end of the room. Stephanie's shaft
proved too loose to climb, but Ron's continued up-
ward to a large block. Ron shoved his chest past this,
looked up into continuing shaft, and paused to think.
He quickly realized that Stephanie was (a) much skin-
nier, (b) a competent climber, (c) now available, and
(d) not a chicken. He backed down and pointed
Stephanie up. Stephanie wriggled out of view and
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passed the squeeze with relative ease. The shaft, alt-
hough parallel to the descent shaft, did not join it,
instead continuing up about 12 feet to a rubble-
choked passage leading gently down. Unwilling to do
slide into this headfirst and without backup, Stepha-
nie returned to the stream passage, where Ron re-
peatedly asked, "The squeeze was tight, right?" As-
sured that it was, he safely added it to his list of nev-
er-to-be-done things he would do in the future.
Meanwhile, everybody but Jared had exited the cave,
so we ascended and unrigged the ropes, stripped the
bolts of their hangers and nuts, and emerged to join
the others for lunch in unseasonable sunshine.”

The passage we had dropped into, seems to be tun-
nel #4, the main route for the water from the water
raise and upper creek. We were disappointed to find
the passage filled almost to the roof with sand and
sediment. It is possible that equipped with a wetsuit
someone can make progress, but we were not so
equipped. The best hope is that 50 feet in either di-
rection there is another room which leads to an up-
per level passage leading up or downstream or both.
A return will be made to investigate these possibili-
ties. We clearly see that the further north we go in
the quarry the more sediment there appears to be in
the tunnels.

Vanished River Cave

With three new visitors to the quarry in our group, |
ran a quick trip into the Vanished River Cave, just as
far as Junction Pit. On the way | collected some addi-
tional water samples for the scientists.

The following weekend | took all these samples, col-
lected over the past year, over to Santa Clara Univer-
sity, where they ran their tests. We will provide a
summary of their findings

The Adit

Finally, we did a quick reconnaissance of the adit.
These are the interesting findings:

Although it has been a dry winter, we were surprised
to see the water level coming out of the system to be
of essentially the same volume as in late summer.
Deeper in the system a small amount of water was
coming from tunnels # 1 & #2. More significantly the
sediment banks in tunnel #2 were gone and a shal-
low canal filled the passage. Within this canal, close



to the drop from the swallet, we found many crea-
tures — several California Giant Salamanders, several
Rough-Skinned Newts (perhaps washed in during
floods) and the California Red Legged frog we’d seen
before. Additionally, there was a 4-inch orange sala-
mander, which when disturbed, pulled in its legs and
became a very fast and nimble swimmer.

The water flow from tunnel #4, seemed unchanged,
in line with what we saw at the entrance. Perhaps
the upstream constriction limit the flow here.

A small amount of water was coming from tunnel #5
but once again the sediment banks within this tunnel
have been re-arranged. As we went deeper we saw
that there had been fresh collapses:

Survey Station #17 - newly fallen pit gate

Survey Station #19 - additional breakdown from the
gate with the large exposed plate — view to com-
pletely new ceiling of sediment ~ 30 ft up

Survey Station #22 - sediment is waterlogged to the
point of acting like quicksand

Survey Station #32 — at the start of the sand crawls,
waist height water had come through recently, evi-
denced by new debris on the walls

The sand crawls themselves have seen significant re-
arrangement with the initial crawlspace now a 3-foot
-high gap between sand and ceiling

Note: We did meet someone in the tunnel system.
He claimed to have permission to be there, given to
him by the forest ranger. When | asked him who that
was he did not give the correct answer.

At the end of the day we all hiked back up and out (a
little harder climbing out). Hiking out the ramps took
just 15 minutes. Those of us hiking out on the roads
took 30 minutes.

History of Windeler, part 2

Continued from Winter 2018 newsletter

As things were progressing for Diablo, we still felt the
need of a conservation project-in line with other NSS
grottos-thus came the discussions, month after
month, and trip after trip, about getting involved and
so, acquiring some local history in the Mother Lode, |
came across the name of Windeler; thus, this was
brought back to the grotto and we started our con-
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servation project. First of all, though, was to find out
where even the first inkling of this void might be.
Where was the property? Was it owned by anyone?
Question after question, and of course, trip after trip
to start looking and working on our project. Remem-
ber, in those days-not really so long ago-there were-
n't any computers to seek out information, as there
are today.

The thing that stands out mostly in my mind, as |
write this, is the fact that | actually spoke with Charlie
Windeler, while deer hunting, as a young teen...and
as my wife says, "B.C.," meaning "Before Caving." My
uncle, cousin, and | used to go up and hunt all over
that neck of the woods, staying at Italian Bar for a
week at a time, going to the 4th of July celebrations
in Mokeiumne Hill, and visiting with Charlie. This isn't
to mean that we were even close to finding out
about what he had on his property, but just to let
you know that the coincidences in life are sometimes
closer than one thinks. It was many years after those
memorable days before | got into caving, and that
too, is another story.

Before long, though, we had researched where the
area was, where Charlie's cabin was-and it was al-
most in the same condition as | remembered it from
my early teen years-found out about Charlie's death
and where he was buried, and also located Charlie's
niece, who was his executrix. Needless to say, we
were in Seventh Heaven, for things were starting to
come together and we had a conservation project to
work on. In the process we found out that Charlie
Windeler was definitely in the mining business and
his land-160 acres-was really eight mining claims, of
which he had inherited from Butch Windeler, his
brother. And, of course, in all this history, what with
Charlie passing on, | came to meet up with Juanita
Christensen, who was Charlie's niece. Even though
this is immaterial, it does provide you with some of
the background history, as to what the Diablo Grotto
was getting into.

Actually, Butch Windeler had staked out the mining
claims back in the 1890s, so the Windeler property,
per se, has been known about for quite some time.
Interesting enough, Charlie started re-staking some
of the claims back in the 1940s, but before he passed
on, Charlie wasn't really the miner, but let his friends
do the mining, while he took care of his gardens,



some of which you can still see growing today. The Whew! How could we cave and mine. Good question,
cabin, horse barn, and workshop are all gone. Burned but needless to say, we went at it! Weekend after
down by the Forest Service, with the permission of weekend, and sometimes, during the week, as well.
Juanita, after she was told that the buildings were Five of us-Richard Strudwick, Jerry Sanders, Donald
attracting too many transients, who were using the  Bird, Carl Larson, and myself-represented the Diablo
property, illegally. And, because Juanita was only us- Grotto and staked out some land, so that we could
ing the cabin, now and then, for a vacation spot, and keep control of the Windeler property and so we

not doing any mining on the claims, all concerned could start digging and trying to find the lost Winde-
thought this was the best way to go. History burned ler Cave, legally and ethically.

to the grounds because folks didn't have the fore-

sight to see what a precious site this was. New board members in the WCC

At this time, November 1970, Juanita was given thirty During the past year we added a few new board
(30) days to stake out her claims with up-to-date members to the WCC. Steven Johnson is now the
mining posts and to get this information reported to  Director of Communications and Mike Davies is in
the civil servant offices in Sonora. Needless to say, charge of the San Vincente Redwoods cave manage-
this was beyond her ability, and thus Diablo had been ment.

working with Juanita since 1969, who all along
thought she was going to be able to save her uncle's
land. Thus, she finally agreed to let us seek out what didn't really discover cav-
we thought might be a panacea for both parties-a ing until moving to Oak-
Special Use Permit with the Forest Service. During land, California in 1998.
this period of time, we also ran into groups from at Since then, he's served as
least two different locales, who were using dynamite, Chair and Vice-Chair of
writing their names on limestone rocks in the area,
and in general, not going by the book or with
Juanita's permission. The Forest Service was contact-
ed by me, during this period, and a long series of
epistles went back and forth via snail mail...for re-
member this was the early seventies. Then, of

course, were the transfers of several of the key play- ¢ Mike Davies is a great guy a.nd really awesome to
ers in the Forest Service, which made more delays. be able to handle the San Vincente redwoods and

all the extra stuff the goes with it.

¢ Although Steven grew up
in Alabama, he somehow

the Diablo Grotto chapter &%
of the NSS multiple times,
and enjoys introducing
beginners to caving. He's
currently a Senior Engineer at Google.

However, as | mentioned, Juanita gave us the go
ahead, what with only a few days left before her time

limit of expiration was upon her...and the land would v _ - i
revert back to the Forest Service. Maybe this was = &* g et
their plan, all along. There was no cave on the prop- :

erty; it had been eight mining claims-none of which = :
were producing anything worthwhile; several groups . - '.
wanting to get permission to be on this land. \ . g
So...maybe this was the way to handle affairs, so : ' ~
thought some FS folks. Who knows what lurks in the

minds of some officials? So, without any further

adieu, the Diablo Grotto had staked out the claims

and was in the mining business. Really? The mining

business...like mining for silver and gold?...or even ‘ I
manganese, as several of the mining claims were -
called, ie., Lost Manganese Mine #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.
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